The Ridgeway. Part 5 from Chequers to Brimmers Rad, Princes
Risborough SP813032

8 May 2011

Map OS Explorerl81. An unparalleled stroll throughequers (accompanied for a
short stretch by the PM and his Chancellor), beecldland, chalk downs and
Neolithic culture. The route includes some spadtacview points from the
commanding heights (some 250 masl) of the ChilteTie path follows the
Ridgeway to the eastern outskirts of Princes Risbgh and returns to the start in a
loop that first points E and then N to pass throughle Hampden Common to return
to Chequers (SP846049). 12.5 km.
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The Ridgeway immediately enters the ground of Ckegjfrom the start point near
Buckmoorend. After crossing the main drive you rhaye the fortune (good or not?)
to share the path with weekend residents of thimitg home. We were overtaken by
the brisk strolling PM and his Chancellor and stdhe track to the hill fort at
Chequers Knap.

The hedgerows are
bustling with life in
this season and it is
a garland-strewn
pleasure to stroll
past Maple,
Whorley and Pulpit
Woods.

Chequers with a dead oak, good for woodpeckers Hedgerow Cranesbill



There are earthworks here, doubtless associataédhétiron Age fort and indicating
thousands of years of human manipulation and o¢mupaThere is further evidence
on Whiteleaf Hill where a Neolithic Barrow, 5000ays old, has been excavated to

reveal the human remains within it.

Iron Age earthworks Dog Rose Vdoaff Spindle

Spring has sprung very early this year, due tovérg warm and dry April. Dog
roses usually stay quiet until June, but they arfelli swing today. Other woodland
plants are grateful for the moisture conserving lig@r which insulates them from
the worst effects of the droughtvoodruff and white helleborine are two examples.
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Red kites offered displays of superlative glidingthe air currents sweeping up the
Chilterns, throughout the day. And other creatarescelebrating the early spring,
including Roman snails around the junipers in Gedaugds and Pulpit Hill nature
reserve. Beetles are also becoming active antdepieloptera (common blues on
their bird’s foot trefoil food plant, latticed hdamoths and brimstones) on Whiteleaf
Hill were making the most of the flowers open te tilliant sun. In fact butterflies
were in evidence all along the route. Orangefedson the garden—escape hoary
stock and a red admiral rested near the greenetlkan
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This circular route follows the Ridgeway until @aches Brimmers Road on the south-
eastern outskirts of Princes Risborough (SP8130B2)e the return loop heads SE
down Brimmers Road which it leaves at Brimmers faefore striking out over farm
land to climb through woodland to reach Redland #835022).

The contrast between the conifers (larch and hdm)and the deciduous trees is
marked. Beneath the conifers woodland plants gteugnd fail in the gloom, whilst
deciduous trees give light and succour to othecispeat least for a while until the leaf
canopy closes in. Beech and hornbeam are nowowehe way to producing the seed
for future generations with a profligacy that meargood food supply is also being
created to take the woodland fauna through thewaster. The return route continues
E to Hampden House with its ha-ha and its churetk@d, unfortunately) from where
it heads N to reach the road near Hampden Bottam FaP846034). The route here
traverses a tree belt and crosses fields to redith Hampden Common (the pub
indicated on the OS map no longer seems to be topeaf where it joins the Icknield
Way to head N rejoining the Ridgeway at SP8480%Dsanreturns to the starting point.

Although the views today are remarkable, the pmzist go to the cow parsley-lined
lanes which, for a short while each Spring, canvedrthe drabbest of muddy lanes
into confetti-sprinkled miracles.
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