The Ridgeway. Part 3 from Pavis Wood to Wendover

3 April 2011

Map OS Explorerl81. This walk follows the Ridge®#y from the entrance to Pavis
Wood (SP914093) to the SE outskirts of WendoveP&874072. The return route is
via the Icknield Way with a diversion into Wendowods before retracing the
Ridgeway for a short stretch and making a furthgedsion in Pavis Wood. 12km.
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The outward leg of this walk takes you throughupeer reaches of Pavis Wood in a
SW direction. The woods are alive with life atsttime of the year with the
monotonous call of the chiffchaffs as a backgrotma@ioodpecker drumming and a
myriad woodland species all busy marking theirteries and preparing for the next
generation.

Spring flowers carpet the woodland in patches tihetrecycling process is in constant
motion as tree stumps are returned to the soiltiirdhe actions of saprophytic fungi
like the Sulphur Tuft; and through the dietary prefhices of woodlice (of which, |
find, there are over 40 species in the UK).
/ : e e The path leaves Pavis
E Wood to cross a
couple of fields where
the hedges are finally
' bedecked with
blackthorn blossom. It
seems to be late this




year, perhaps because of the severe cold in Dec@miiee field maple flowers are
luminous in their lime-green finery as they clam@rattention in the hedgerows.
The route enters Hengrove Wood and skirts the $iec@f Wendover Woods before
continuing through Hale and then Barn Woods. WandIplant species abound here
and the footpaths are bordered not only with brgorenroses and violets, but also
more subtle flowers such as wood spurge and spaungel. Mosses too are joining in
the reproductive fun and wave their sporophyteft &lom their bank-side habitat.

Wood spurge Spurge laurel Brachythecumspp. Hollow way in Hengrove Wood
The stroll through Hale Wood is rewarding, the matwees are host to more fungi
including the parasitic birch polypore; the ratbanerving slime mouldgnteridium
lycoperdon and the profusion of th@ligoporous(or Tyromycelbrackets.

The path finally
| emerges from
the woodlands
on to Hogtrough
i Lane (perhaps

' some of our
politicians
reside in these
parts?) and
heads NE towards Wendover. We part company frenRidgeway (at SP874074) and
continue on for a few metres to the Icknield waylate Lane. Here the return route
turns E and passes to the S of Wendover Woodse daetour here and explore the
extensive Iron Age Hill fort before returning to ldd.ane and retracing the Ridgeway
through Hengrove Wood (with the remains of ancieitt hedges) and across the two
fields to return to Pavis Wood. In Pavis Woodiniell worth while to take another
detour away from the ridge path and head downtailti{e NE) to take a parallel (and
much more interesting) amble through these aneveonds.

Wendover Woods hill fort
and signs of ancient hedge

laying




