
The Ridgeway.  Part 13 from South Stoke to Post Box cottage (SU567814).  
28 June 2011 
 
Map OS Explorer 170.  This is a very different section through rather a lot of built up areas 
in Goring and Streatley.  The route starts and ends at the Perch and Pike PH in South Stoke 
(SU599836) following the Ridgeway to the parking place near Post Box cottage (SU566813).  
The return crosses the Goring and Streatley Golf Club and passes through the NT Holies 
woodland reserve before reaching Streatley and retracing steps to South Stoke.  13 km. 
 

 
 
This section starts at the Perch and Pike in South Stoke.  There was some suggestion that at 
least one member of our (small) group could stay there and wait for the rest to return some 
five hours later.  The Ridgeway heads S through some inviting looking nature reserves and 
more ragwort invaded grassland where cinnabar moth caterpillars made no effort to 
camouflage themselves.  Magpies squawk in the hedgerows and summer warbler visitors flit 
from reeds to willows. 
 
The path follows the River Thames on its elevated eastern bank �  high above flood danger.  
Here you will pass through leafy suburbs and see how those who have learnt to make the 
‘system’ work for them have invested their gains.  The outskirts of Goring come and go and 
you reach the river bridge.  The lock and weir system on the eastern side of the mid-stream 
island is quite impressive, the Canada geese strutting their stuff on the weirs were, perhaps, 
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an indication of mankind’s ephemeral attempt to control Nature’s energy and power.  The 
Ridgeway presses on through Streatley, N on the A417 and then turns W to pass Thurle 
Grange and arrive at the parking space near to Post Box cottage (SU566813). 

          Goring lock                                                   Sloes                                                 Hazel nuts              Common mallow 
 

This lane is not so quiet as could be expected as it is the access to the golf club and 
residences large and small.  There are signs that summer’s end is in sight with swelling sloes 
and hazel nuts on display.  But summer is definitely still in control as the meadow browns, 
ringlets and skippers flutter and flirt amongst the wayside umbels (hogweed, rough chervil 
and hedge parsley) and flowering grasses.  The bramble, scabious and knapweed hum with 
the industry of a range of bumble bees.  Wrens, robins and blackbirds continue to pierce the 
summer air with their melodious songs. 
 
On reaching Post Box cottage this route is severely constrained by the scarcity of crossing 
places on the Thames.  It would have been exhilarating to sweep N and E over Moulsford 
Downs and return to South Stoke via Moulsford.  But, the bridge has yet to be built and the 
constructors of the railway viaduct did not think to add a pedestrian crossing to their 
architectural achievement.  So, the return retraces our steps down the lane to the footpath S at 
SU582815 which crosses the golf course.  There is a quite spectacular stretch of footpath 
here; it should be protected by having SSSi status as it is a wonderfully species-rich stretch of 
calcareous grassland.  At this time of year your senses will be assaulted by the range of 
flowers, including pyramidal orchids, marjoram, wild thyme, kidney vetch, birds foot trefoil, 
hawkbit and mouse ear.  Marbled whites sip the knapweed nectar and skippers (silver-spotted 
perhaps?) dash across the short grass. 
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The path emerges on to the B4009 which is crossed to enter the NT Holies reserve which 
includes Common Wood indicating its origins as a source of fuel and forage in bygone times 
of feudal stratification.  This stretch is very pleasant woodland walking and it is also good to 
see the careful grazing of bracken threatened pastures.  A fritillary (probably pearl bordered) 
played with us and the sunlit woodland edge.  There is a steep drop down to Streatley, past 
the Bell and then the Ridgeway is retraced to South Stoke. 



            Marbled white                          Duke of Argyll’s teaplant           Streatley and the Goring Gap 


